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Why electrify affordable housing?

•Gas infrastructure, stranded assets
• Considerable increase in gas rates
•Health concerns
• Increasing climate related emergencies
• Programs and incentives that support 
electrification in low-income multifamily buildings 
but largely for existing buildings
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Programs Funding Decarb Efforts
• Existing Buildings
• Low Income Weatherization Programs  (LIWP)
• Solar On multifamily Affordable Housing 
(SOMAH)
• Self Generation Incentive Program (SGIP)
• Local REN, CCA programs

•New Construction
• Building Initiative for Low Emissions 
Development (BUILD)
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What are we waiting for then?
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Housing Financing Landscape and 
Other Cost Considerations
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Other Challenges
•Developer size
• Property size 
• Portfolio region and disparate local reach codes 
•Maintenance staff and vendors
• Availability of equipment that have operating 
history, contractor availability and experience, 
willingness of the team 
• Equipment challenges: central domestic hot 
water and laundry systems 
• Resilience during shut offs and storage issues
• System Sizing issues
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Partnership-led 
Affordable Housing Convenings

•Gas stoves
• EV

• Prevailing Wages  
• Costs

• Commercial lease 
• Funding 
• Risks 
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Recommendations
• T24 and housing program alignment 
• Increased Technical Assistance
• Just more funding (like SB 1477)
• Guidance document for property managers on how to be 

decarb ready
• Training: residents, contractors, engineers
• Fast- tracking permits both from utilities and code 

enforcement
• Pilot decarb buildings in different regions and track costs 

gaps
• Huge opportunity to do health related upgrades 
• Align goals of providing affordable housing and 

electrification
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Resources

• 2020 California Affordable Housing Needs Report: 
https://chpc.net/resources/2020-statewide-housing-
needs-report/

• COVID-19 Exacerbates Cost of Living Challenges 
Throughout the State: https://chpc.net/covid-19-
exacerbates-cost-of-living-challenges-throughout-the-
state/

• To release in Q1 2021: Guidance document on 
Affordable Housing Decarbonization

https://chpc.net/resources/2020-statewide-housing-needs-report/
https://chpc.net/covid-19-exacerbates-cost-of-living-challenges-throughout-the-state/

