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Agenda

1. Housekeeping 

2. Non-Profit Housing Case Studies

3. Breakout Activity 

4. Solar Financing Opportunities 

5. Q&A 



Zoom Functions

Zoom Meeting

•Please rename yourself with the following
• Name
• Pronouns 
• Organization 

•Use the “Raise Hand” feature to ask a question, or type in the chat

•Please keep your sound on mute, and unmute only when speaking

•Keep your camera on, if possible



Goals 

• Foundational understanding of 
solar photovoltaics (PV)

• Solar benefits for housing providers 
and the residents they serve

• Support the affordable housing 
community's sustainability 
and resiliency goals.

• Available solar funding resourcesPA
RT

 II



The Partnership’s Mission

The California Housing Partnership creates and 
preserves affordable and sustainable homes for 
Californians with low incomes by providing expert 
financial and policy solutions to nonprofit and 
public partners.

→ chpc.net
→ @CHPCnews

Affordable Energy 
and
Water Programs

California Climate 
Investment 
Programs 

Sustainable 
Housing Technical 
Assistance  

GREEN Network 

Trainings

Sustainable Housing 
Team 



Thank You to Our Sponsor

SOMAH helps deliver financial and environmental benefits to your tenants. 

Learn more at CalSOMAH.org

https://calsomah.org/property-owners


Introductory Poll Questions

Poll #1



Introductory Poll Questions

Poll #2



Introductory Poll Questions

Poll #3



SOLAR 101 INSTITUTE

Making the Case for Solar PV 
- Non-Profit Case Studies



Clifford Beers 
Housing 
May 17, 2022



Why did CBH look at solar panels and 
backup batteries?
•Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico showed how vulnerable electricity 

systems are 

•The historic fires that SoCal has gone through and its effects on the 
current grid 

•Climate change has shifted how we think of resiliency 



What was CBH’s is goal?

To create a safe-haven concept in order to provide backup power to 
residents in case of a black out do to failure of systems or natural 
disasters

•The safe haven would assist our tenants, whom are already a part of 
the most vulnerable populations in Los Angeles. 



What did CBH first do?(1st phase of safe 
haven)
•We teamed up with CHP and other energy consultants to look at 

grants for solar pv and batteries

•We received SOMAH funding for the Holt Family Apartments 

• its in pomona 

• The funding not only gets us closer to achieving a safe haven but allows for 
utility savings to our tenants and the properties electric utility 

• Some of our properties did not meet requirements for certain funding



Lessons learned after phase one 

• Some projects have to many limitations when it comes to qualifying 
for certain projects

•Certain funding pots were not enough to financially support the solar 
PV/batteries 

• Some of our properties didn’t have the space for the PV system 
and/or the battery system

• Limited funding and inability to tap into reserves



CBH Safe Haven Phase 2

•We are starting to research and develop other systems to be able to 
provide power to the building’s community room in case of an 
emergency

•We scaled back on the size of the back up equipment and are looking 
at energy saving appliances 

•We will testing out equipment at our office and will note any findings



What about new developments?

•Due to the new electrification state measures our CBH’s development 
team is emphasizing the use of solar pv and other systems such as 
heat pumps and graywater systems 

• It is much easier to install these systems in the beginning or at least 
build for future installation 



SBCS



1971 - OUR HOUSE

Since 1971, South Bay 
Community Services has been 

providing programs and 
services to help children, 

youth and families when they 
need it the most.  





SBCS
Service Sites

SBCS Main Office



• Wrap-Around Philosophy 

• Trauma Informed Approach

• Strength Based Family 
Assessment

• Case Management

• Support Groups

• Referrals and Linkages

Youth and Community Wellness Department

Core Services  



Wrap Around Support Services

• Family Conflict 
Mediation

• Crisis Intervention
• Individual & Family 

Counseling / Therapy
• Advocacy
• Social Skill Building
• Drug & Alcohol 

Prevention
• Community Service

• Academic 
Enhancement

• Self Esteem
• Personal Growth
• Stabilization 

Assistance
• Employment 

Assistance
• Financial Literacy
• Special Outings 



SOLAR 101 INSTITUTE

Project Case Study

https://vimeo.com/458774842


SBCSSanDiego.org | 619-420-3620

Thank you!
Questions?

Mauricio Torre, mtorre@csbcs.org



ASPEN GROVE,
MAPLE GARDENS, AND
THE TREES APARTMENTS

Solar 101 Institute
Samantha Meyer (she/her)
May 17, 2022



Eden Housing creates and 
sustains high-quality affordable 
housing communities that advance 
equity and opportunity for all.

165+ properties | 11,000+ homes | 25,000+ residents 

OUR MISSION



SOLAR AT EDEN

Corsair Flats, Alameda

Alta Mira, Hayward Stone Pine Meadow, Tracy



Aspen Grove, Maple Gardens, and The Trees

• Three sites in Gilroy, CA

• 56 units of affordable 
farmworker housing

• Mix of 2, 3, and 4 bedrooms

• Built in the 1980s

• Rehabs will be funded with 
USDA RD loans and HCD 
Serna (no tax credits)



Planned Rehab Scope

• Exterior replacements of 
repair of siding, weather 
barriers, windows and trim

• Community spaces repaired 
and upgraded

• In-unit improvements 
include upgraded floors, 
bathrooms, and kitchens

• Energy and water efficiency 
improvements



Electrification

• Going all electric!

• Conversion of heating systems, 
boilers, gas stoves, and clothes 
dryers to high-efficiency electric 
appliances

• Adding air conditioning as part of 
heat pump HVAC

• Piloting induction stoves

• Electric service upgrades



SOLAR
• Partnered with SunRun

• Solar Services Agreement (SSA)

• SOMAH incentive

• 95% site electricity generated 
on-site

• Tenants receive ~$45 credit per 
month on their PG&E bill

• SunRun owns, operates and 
maintains system



FINANCING

• SunRun leveraged SOMAH and 
other financing

• No cost to developer, owner or 
tenants ever

• SunRun provides Eden a 
developer fee



1. You don’t need to be an expert (or know much at all)!
2. There are lots of incentives, so you don’t need a solar budget
3. Programs can benefit both owners/operators and tenants
4. Size the PV system correctly, especially if you are electrifying 
5. Use technical assistance!

AMT Lessons Learned



Eden Lessons Learned

1. Each site is unique 
2. Check system operation and 

expected output
3. Don’t set it and forget it! 



Thank you!

Samantha Meyer (she/her) | Project Developer | Eden Housing
samantha.meyer@edenhousing.org



SOLAR 101 INSTITUTE

Breakout Activity



SOLAR 101 INSTITUTE

Solar PV Financing 
Opportunities



Experience with Solar Programs

Poll #4



SOLAR ON MULTIFAMILY AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Leveraging SOMAH Rebates for Multifamily Solar PV

SOLAR ON MULTIFAMILY AFFORDABLE HOUSING
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SOMAH is Designed To…

Incentivize solar adoption on multifamily 
affordable housing 

Install 300 megawatts of generating capacity by 
2030

Benefit owners and tenants

Increase energy efficiency + offset emissions 
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On Properties With…
■ At least five units
■ Deed-restricted low-income residential housing
■ Existing building or retrofit
■ Virtual net metering with separately metered units
■ Located in a disadvantaged community 
according to CalEnviroScreen (3.0 + 4.0)

■ or 
■ 80% of property residents have incomes at or 
below 60% of the area median income
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2021-2022 Incentive Rates
The SOMAH incentive rates for the October 30, 2021 to 
June 30, 2022 program years are as follows:

Tax Credits $ per AC Watt Incentive

ITC LIHTC Tenant Common

2020-2021 2021-2022 2020-2021 2021-2022

No No $3.04 $2.97 $1.04 $1.02

Yes No $2.14 $2.09 $0.76 $0.74

No Yes $2.14 $2.09 $0.76 $0.74

Yes Yes $1.52 $1.49 $0.57 $0.56
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Free Technical & Support Services 
every step of the way

Technical assistance 
(TA) is a free service 
offered to all SOMAH 
participants

■  Available to enrolled 
property owners and 
contractors at any time of 
the project process
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Owners: How to Get Started

Schedule an 
Interest Call 

Submit an 
Application

Visit CalSOMAH.org to apply • Non-Profit Housing Providers
       Rachael Diaz, rdiaz@chpc.net 

• For-Profit Housing Providers
     Margee McDonnell, 
     margee.mcdonnell@calsomah.org

https://calsomah.org/apply
mailto:rdiaz@chpc.net
mailto:margee.mcdonnell@calsomah.org


Philanthropic Investing for Impact
California Housing Partnership – Solar 101 Institute



We're fighting the climate 
crisis by funding projects 
and partnering with 
organizations that reduce 
carbon emissions, expand 
the use of renewable 
energy, and advocate for 
the policy changes we need 
to transition to a carbon 
neutral future. 

Areas of Interest:
1. Affordable Housing / 

Homelessness
2. Youth Development

a. Career and Job Training
b. Juvenile Justice



 G

✔ Place-based investments in San 
Diego, Imperial County, and 
California for three reasons: 
Collaboration, Community, and 
Leadership

✔  Primary Vehicle: Impact Investing
✔ Low and No interest loans
✔ Amount and Time Dependent

✔  Multiple Layers of Impact

SOMAH
• No interest bridge loans for the 

installation period until 
permission to operate (PTO)

• Low interest loans gap loans 
available

Amount and Time dependent: no 
greater than 3.5%
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Community GOALS
• Demonstrate value of going solar to the local 

community
• Use solar as a starting point for other clean 

energy education/commitments, e.g., EV
• Hope is that common area savings returns to 

improvements, programs, and services for  
tenants

Collaboration GOALS
1 – Assist the SOMAH program, 
landlords/owners, and installers to 
increase the number and pace of solar 
installation projects on multi-family 
dwellings in CA
2 – Reduce the cost of electricity to 
tenants thereby reducing their 
cost-of-living burden
3 – Reduce the cost of common area 
electricity to landlords/owners to help 
control rent increases 
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1 – Host enters into Agreement with BQuest
2 - Host assigns rebate to BQuest Foundation
3 - SOMAH milestone and final rebate is received by 
BQuest
4 - Adjustments to anticipated SOMAH rebate result in 
contract adjustments
5 – Low or No interest gap loan is available

NO COLLATERAL REQUIREMENTS

NO ORIGINATION FEES
Unlike other loans, BQuest does not charge 
origination fees such as underwriting, 
processing, or application fees.

PAYMENT AND INTEREST HOLIDAY
There are no costs to the host while the 
system is under construction. BQuest will 
make all milestone payments.

*Gap loan payments begin after PTO

      
  
    



 G

https://bquestfoundation.org

Info@bquestfoundation.org

Gap loan (amount between SOMAH 
rebate and total project cost) can be 
financed at Low or No interest

         3.5% or less depending on amount 
and loan period

EXAMPLES
<$25,000 and < 2 years = 0%

>$25,000 and <$100,000 <3 years = 2%
>$100,000 and 3-5 years = 3.5%

      
  
    



Philanthropic Investing for Impact
California Housing Partnership – Solar 101 Institute 
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Comprehensive Affordable Multifamily Retrofit 
(CAMR) Program
• New energy efficiency + solar PV program available now but 

official launch, July 1st, 2022

• Available for multifamily customers in the LADWP territory 

• CAMR is modeled after LIWP 

• Interested? Contact CAMRinfo@aea.us.org 

• Visit http://www.ladwpcamr.com/ 

mailto:CAMRinfo@aea.us.org
http://www.ladwpcamr.com/


QUESTIONS?



Let’s Keep in Touch!

● The Partnership’s Sustainable Housing team 
is available to help providers identify clean 
energy programs for your portfolio
○ Reach out to rdiaz@chpc.net to get started

● Interested in learning more about building 
decarbonization? Sign up to receive 
updates from the Partnership’s Sustainable 
Housing team

mailto:rdiaz@chpc.net
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001eGoVMtmIZbvr5XEvjLhtQBTRKlYydwYbDqUVsTe0ijedXX2mnz2BpAZvHyG0tJVQkpzMi7-tFy5kV_Mt8Pxause2Meq4qDLl-QppUiiN4WI%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001eGoVMtmIZbvr5XEvjLhtQBTRKlYydwYbDqUVsTe0ijedXX2mnz2BpAZvHyG0tJVQkpzMi7-tFy5kV_Mt8Pxause2Meq4qDLl-QppUiiN4WI%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001eGoVMtmIZbvr5XEvjLhtQBTRKlYydwYbDqUVsTe0ijedXX2mnz2BpAZvHyG0tJVQkpzMi7-tFy5kV_Mt8Pxause2Meq4qDLl-QppUiiN4WI%3D


THANK YOU!
Your feedback is valuable! Complete our survey

https://forms.gle/p7dRds3GSfxEMeZC7

